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	CONVENTION ON LONG-RANGE 

TRANSBOUNDARY AIR POLLUTION

13rd Task Force on Measurement and Modelling Meeting:

Gozo (Malta), 17-19 April 2012


Few words about the TFMM activities 
 and the 2012 annual meeting
Dear Colleagues,
Next year in April, the 13rd TFMM annual meeting will be held in Malta, thanks to the collaboration with the University of Malta. We would like to thank very much 
Prof Raymond Ellul for his help in organizing this event.
The TFMM work plan for the year 2012 (see official document n° ECE/EB.AIR/GE.1/2011/3 on the website of the convention) is rather ambitious and a number of key issues should be covered by some deliverables expected from the Task Force.

Our work is driven by the need to get the scientific background for the implementation of the future revised Gothenburg Protocol, and the revision of the European Thematic Strategy on air Pollution and its Directives. Another driving force of TFMM activity is a need for joint initiatives and information/knowledge exchange between communities, addressing emissions, measurements and modelling. Developing such an integrated approach should make the policy decision more robust and is encourage by the scientific community. Closer cooperation with scientific projects is expected as well as they serve as an additional tool to help national and international policies in achieving substantial progress in the fields of air quality modelling and measurement and EMEP expertise should benefit very quickly from such collaboration. The TFMM and other Task Forces are appropriate working groups where such a cooperation can develop for an overall improvement of air quality policy assessment tools in Europe.

Therefore, it is essential a number of key issues in line with the work plan and the EMEP strategy is addressed during the TFMM meeting in a comprehensive way, and it would be important if you could kindly integrate them in your daily scientific concerns to be reported during the Task Force meeting.

1- 2012-2013 EMEP Intensive Measurement campaigns: a number of decisions regarding the objectives of those intensive observation campaigns (PM characterization) have been taken during the last meeting. The CCC is responsible for their coordination. It has been agreed by the Task Force that, as far as possible, they will be planned consistently with other initiatives like those of the ACTRIS, PEGASOS, or CHARMEX EU projects. Wenche Aas sent recently (01/12/2011) a message informing us that the summer intensive observation period will range from the 8th June to 17st July 2011. A large number of you answered positively to the call for participation which allows getting a good coverage of the EMEP domain. Other contributions are welcome provided that Wenche could be quickly informed (wenche.aas@nilu.no). Presentations of the intensive observation periods work plan, organisation, and expected results are foreseen for the next TFMM meeting. Last technical and logistic issues will be discussed two months before the starting dates. Presentations from the participating teams will be welcome as well. 
2- EMEP monitoring strategy: as usually considerations about the implementation of the EMEP monitoring strategy will be discussed. During the last meeting we raised strong issues related to the status and the sustainability of the EMEP monitoring sites with the perspective of mandatory observations and different constraints for the implementation of monitoring networks according to the EU Air quality Directive. The Convention and several parties bore the message to the European Commission that the EMEP monitoring sites should be considered as “AQD compliant” for monitoring rural areas. This issue must be followed up with the revision of the Directive. 
Considering PM speciation and link with climate change, we highlighted questions about “Black carbon” monitoring as well. Beyond the semantic issue (“black carbon” versus “elemental carbon” depending on the measurement device), agreement on what and how measure to get data comparable to modelling results remains to be found.
3- Heavy metals test case studies: the last TFMM meeting gave the opportunity to assess the progress and the interest to this initiative coordinated by MSC-East which federates contributions from national emission, modelling and measurement experts. By April 2012, a lot of results are expected, which should be synthesized in reports. These results will be used to provide recommendations on further improvement of heavy metals emission inventories and modelling. Exchanges of views about future priorities and how lessons learnt from these studies could be used for other applications are expected.
4- EURODELTA 3 modelling exercise: this project devoted to models intercomparison to assess their capacities in simulating physico-chemical processes and responses to emission changes is launched. Several modelling teams answered positively to the framework document sent by Bertrand Bessagnet and the input data are now ready for distribution. If some modelling teams are willing to participate they are welcome but should contact Bertrand (Bertrand.bessagnet@ineris.fr) as soon as possible. During the next TFMM meeting the status of this project will be presented. Presentations on the involved models and teams will be welcome as well.

5- Progress in the modelling activity: The modelling centers (MSC-W and MSW-E) will be invited to present progress of the work on their modelling tools. Special care will be accorded to the work related to changes in the EMEP grid which is one of the main modelling priorities for the next year.
6- EMEP assessment report: at the last EMEP steering body meeting, the TFMM has been designated to coordinate a new report on the assessment of the European air quality situation under the Convention principles. This report will be built up with the contribution of several bodies of the Convention: the other task forces and the Working Group on Effects. A large part of the TFMM annual meeting will be devoted to this report, considering general results and potential national contributions. Before the TFMM meeting we will contact you with proposals on an appropriate work plan to be able to present first conclusions to the next EMEP Steering body meeting in September 2012.
At this stage the agenda of the meeting is not elaborated but those six topics will be covered. As usually we plan to have a two days and a half meeting, starting at Tuesday noon. All logistical arrangements for this meeting have been kindly taken in charge by our colleagues from the Malta University. The meeting will be held at the Grand Hotel, Gozo, and a number of rooms have been booked with a good price, until the end of January.
So we ask you to register sooner than usually and to confirm your participation as soon as possible (and before the 31st January 2012) filling in the registration form joined to this letter.
If you wish to make a presentation, even if the title is not completely finalised, please let us know as well, before the 1st March 2012.
We would like to thank you very much for your active participation and look forward to receiving your registration form and any comments on the TFMM work program. 

With best regards,

Laurence Rouïl and Oksana Tarasova

Co-chairs of the TFMM
*******************************
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